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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
  On Tuesday, December 9th, the WFRC club 
convened the the third in a series of seven indoor 
monthly meetings at the Monticello Middle School. 
Attendance consisted of the 4 club officers and 4 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by club 
president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the November meeting were 
approved as published in the December newsletter 
with no additions or corrections.
 Perry Dziuk, the club treasurer reported all the 
year's lawn service and toilet bills are paid and the 
treasury balance stands at $3464.98
 A slate of club officers was installed by acclamation 
after Perry Dziuk announced that he was not going to 
continue as club treasurer and Bill Nybakken 
volunteered and was nominated by a voice vote. The 
2015 WFRC Club officers were installed as follows:

Joel Dirnberger - President
Mark Shobe - Vice President 
Bill Nybakken - Treasurer
Leo Davids - Secretary
Jeff  Nelson - Safety Officer

 Joel Dirnberger brought in a FliteTest Simple Storch 
electric kit. He proposes to build it as a club trainer to 
support the initiative that Mark Shobe is heading up to 
formalize a flight training service that the club will 
offer to the public to attract new members.
 Joel Dirnberger has been approached by the 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 13th, 

2015. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Industrial Arts teacher at St. Micheal Albertville school 
system to get help for a class build of an R/C aircraft. 
Joel is suggesting they use his BluFO design and would 
like the support of club some members to assist the 
class' preflight and flying of the completed aircraft this 
Spring.
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Joel Dirnberger had the Flite Test Simple Storch 
speed build kit he purchased directly from their web 
store. It can be viewed on http://store.flitetest.com/
ft-simple-storch-speed-build-kit/
 The kit is primarily laser cut foam board (a.k.a. 
Dollar Tree foam board) which can be assembled very 
quickly with a hot glue gun. This kit is semi scale 
version of the German WWII STOL observation 
plane, Fieseler Storch. The plane is about 2.0 to 2.5 
pounds and has a 57” wingspan.
 It is a full 4-channel with ailerons that can be 
configured for either pure ailerons, flaperons or 
separate flaps and ailerons on a 5th channel. 
 If you want to buy your own material, Flite Test sells 
the plans and they have a detailed hour long build 

The Wright Flyer

Volume 29 Issue 1	
 AMA #4143	
 January 2015

	
 Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

	
 Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://store.flitetest.com/ft-simple-storch-speed-build-kit/
http://store.flitetest.com/ft-simple-storch-speed-build-kit/
http://store.flitetest.com/ft-simple-storch-speed-build-kit/
http://store.flitetest.com/ft-simple-storch-speed-build-kit/
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc


2

video on their web site. The plane is designed to be a 
trainer with very gentle flight characteristics yet 
enough of a scale profile that with some additional 
trim detail it  will evoke a bit of a war bird look. With a 
200 watt power system, it will give 5-6 watts per ounce 
P/W ratio that's sufficient for basic aerobatics. 
 The Simple Storch is an airframe only kit  designed 
for the swappable power pod that Flite Test uses 
across many of their foam board constructed kits. The 
pod slips into the nose of the plane so that it is a field 
quick-change among their airframes, economizing on 
the electronic components you need to fly different 
airframes. 

Upcoming Events
The RC Auction of the Upper Midwest - The 
TCRC club will be holding their 39th annual auction 
on Saturday, February 7th, 2015. You can preregister 
by sending an email to auction@tcrconline.com with 
your name, address and phone number requesting a 
seller's number. You can find full auction details, 
including the seller's inventory card, at http://
w w w . t c r c o n l i n e . c o m / p a g e s /
auction_seller_registration.htm. This year's auction is a 
week earlier than normal due to Valentine's Day falling 
on the second Saturday. Heaven forbid that an RC 
event conflict with the biggest commercial expression 
of  “love” our free economy can muster.
MARCEE Swap Meet - The Minnesota Area Radio 
Control Electric Enthusiasts' annual swap meet will be 
the 31st of January at Immanuel Lutheran Church on 
104 Snelling Ave S in St. Paul. Setup starts at around 
8:30 AM and the transactions run from 9 to 11 AM.

The Membership Renewal Season 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Our club members' renewal of their AMA 
membership is progressing such that the number of 
members without their AMA is now  down from 19 to 
11. Unfortunately 2 of these are club officers, so when 
the charter renewal comes up this month, I need to 
have all the officers for 2015 with current AMA. 
For club membership renewal we got about half dozen 
total submitted by mail and at the meeting.

My Cats Take to a Frozen Lake
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 With the near record cold for this past November, 
the great lake landscape of Minnesota opened up for 
flying about a month earlier than any time in the last 
few years. There hasn't been much snow cover on the 

frozen surface since the most significant snowfall of 
the season occurred before the lakes froze over. Still, 
on our major bodies of water here in the city of Big 
Lake, there has been just enough of a snow covering 
to allow the floats on my Grumman “cats” to perform 
every bit as well as when they are flown off the liquid 
edition. 
 Conditions were pretty good for late November and 
early December producing a couple of days with 
perfect flying conditions for me. It takes the 
convergence of virtually no wind, some sun and 
temperature in the mid 20's to low 30's. However, a lull 
developed when the rains of December came, turning 
the lake surfaces into inch deep giant puddles of water. 
The post Christmas refreeze has again solidified the 
lakes so that the new year offers a shot at some more 
winter flying. The first three days of 2015 were 
promising, but somehow I only got a single flight in 
before the overcast and wind dropped the bottom out 
of  the thermometer. 
 In the Twin Cities area, there were at least three 
organized New Years Day freeze flies. ACRC Club had 
their annual as did the MRCSS (Minnesota RC Soaring 
Society) and MARCEE held their first official freeze 
fly. I am aware of about 3-4 of our WFRC club 
members who try a few winter outings but thus far we 
haven't tried to do anything organized or at designated 
locations.

 A few of us live on lakes and the club field is usually 
accessible throughout the winter. The weather 
however makes winter flying very spontaneous by 
nature as a decent flying window quickly opens and 
then closes. If like me you keep some winter flying 
equipment on standby, we could make a call list for 
trying to get a few of us out together. Let me know if 
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you are interested.

SkyEye–Sport Flyer Designed for FPV
by Model Airplane News, SkyEye – Sport Flyer Designed for FPV, 
Nov 04, 2014
 Our latest construction article for Electric Flight is a 
real combo of old and new. The SkyEye  is a 
lightweight, easy to build 3-channel sport flyer pusher 
design that’s designed for not one but two cameras in 
its nose! A GoPro Hero video camera or similar, and a 
FPV camera and transmitter to send images back to 
the ground station. Designed by contributor Clark 
Salisbury, the model is very easy to build and fly and 
will be featured in our upcoming March 2015 issue.

 Be sure to keep an eye open for this one, it’s a great 
project even for beginner pilots and builders.
Specifications

Model: SkyEye
Wingspan: 69 in.
Length: 53 in.
Weight: 4 lbs., 5oz.
Power req’d: 25-size brushless motor
Radio req’d: 3-channel (rudder, elevator, Throttle)

 Clark comments: ” I was inspired to carry a second 
camera, because my friend Guy, from our local Ham 
radio club, described his project for recovering model 
rockets using an RC plane and an FPV camera. The 
FPV (First Person View) systems, transmits images 
from the plane, to a monitor on the ground. Wow! I 
thought this would be a great way to improve my aerial 
video photography. SkyEye carries both a very small 
FPV camera, and a GoPro Hero video camera 
recording at 1080P in high definition. Both cameras 
are mounted and tilt together. The photo shows my 
easy to make mechanism which is servo operated. You 

can custom design a similar setup to suit whatever 
camera you decide to use.”

 “While shooting FPV video, I have Guy monitor the 
flight with the small 7-inch screen that comes with the 
FPV setup. He tells me which direction to turn to get 
the best shots. This way I am always watching the 
plane itself.   In general, for the best FPV views, you 
will want to tilt  the camera down on takeoffs, and tilt it 
up on landings.”

Scale Accessories for RC Airplanes
by Gerry Yarrish, Scale Accessories for RC Airplanes, Aug 18, 
2014

For our Question of the 
Week” we’d like to know 
what turns you on about 
scale RC airplanes. When it 
comes to s ca l e mode l 
airplanes, its all about the 
details! Small additions that 
help bring the model airplane 

to life. It is easy to improve any model’s appearance by 
adding scale accessories. For the MAN editors’  
perhaps, the most important one, is a scale pilot 
figure–one with the correct equipment and goggles.
 Be sure to check out our exclusive “Scale Accessory 
Guide” coming in our December “Scale Special Issue” 
of  MAN.
 Tell us what your favorite piece of scale detail? 
Working flaps, scale propeller, dummy engine, retracts? 
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How about a functional bomb drop or a sliding 
canopy? Instrument panel… machine guns, accurate 
nose art? Tell us what you like when it comes a top 
notch scale airplane…

Dummy rotary and radial engines?
Accurate cockpit and instrument panel details?

Accurate Airplane Markings and Insignia?
Scale, period-accurate pilot figure?

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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